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3 MSH, - 1.1.4 GenBank
) S-EP POMC ,
ACTH o,p,y-MSH, 2 (P1 P2
(pro-opinmelanocortin, POMC), POMC 5RACE  3'RACE
Primer Premier 5.0
, 1
F1 XEHEANTHFIREMCE
Tab.1 Nucleotide sequences and positions of primers used
in the experiment
s POMC , b
. (5'-3") sequence(5'-3") . p
, primer postion
Pl TGAGTTCACTTACGCTGTTGC 54-74
[5-6] P2 CTTCAGTGGTCCTTCTGGTGT 749-769
(7-8] ’ 9] P3 GGGTGGTGGAAGAGTCAGC 515-535
’ P4 ACCATCAGCCAGCAAGAGAA 586—606
[10] [11] [12] [13]
P5 CAGCACTGGGCTCTAACCTC 203-221
(4] P6 TGGGAGATTCTGCTGTGAGC 295-313
POMC cDNA RT-PCR P7 TGACAGAAATATCCTGGAATGC — 252-274
RACE (POMC) P8 ATGGGCATCTCCAGGGTAGA 314-333
cDNA, PCR 18S IRNA1  GAGAAACGGCTACCACATCC
18S IRNA2  GATACGCTCATTCCGATTACAG
1.2
1 1.2.1 RNA
1.1 s RNAiso Reagent ,
1.1.1 ’ RNA RNA
oD , OD 260/OD 159 RNA s
1.1.2 AMV T4 DNA 1.8-2.0
Taq DNA ECOR I ( )10N250 ML, Uanersal
Hind TII, Universal Genomic DNA Extraction Kit Genomic DNA Extraction Kit Ver. 3.0 >
Ver.3.0, 3’-Full RACE Core Set Ver. 2.0, 5'-Full DNA, DNA
RACE Kit, SYBR® PrimeScriptTM RT-PCR Kit, oD OD ,60/OD 150 DNA
pMDI18-T, RNAiso Reagent 1.8<2.0 80 °C
, RNase
’ 1.2.2 POMC cDNA
1.1.3 DU-600 (1) <DNA
BECKMAN , PCR Eppedorf RNA, Oligo(dT);s 7 AMV
Mastercycler gradient , Mini Opticon RT
PCR BIO-RAD RNA 2.0 pg, 5% Buffer 4 uL, 10 mmol/L dNTPs 2.0

pL, 40 U/uL. RNase 0.5 uL, 2.5 mmol/L
dT-AP 1.0 uL, 200 U/uL M-MLV1.0 pL,



1002

18

DEPC H,O 20 uL 1 42°C 40
min, 90°C 2 min, 4°C -20°C
(2) RT ,
Pl P2 POMC , PCR
: 10 ( Mg*)2.5uL, 2.0
mmol/L. dNTPs 2.5 pL, 10 umol/L 1 uL,
5 U/uL Taq 0.5 uL, RT 1.0 uL,
ddH,0 25uL 94°C 3 min, 30
(94°C 455, 58°C 455, 72°C 1 min),
72°C 10 min, 4°C ; PCR 1.0%
pMD18-T , DH5a
EcoR1 Hind I , ,
(3)POMC cDNA 3’ 5
, 3'RACE
5'RACE , 3'-Full RACE Core Set Ver.
2.0  5’-Full RACE Kit , 3’
5" c¢DNA 3'RACE 2 PCR
, 1 PCR RT )
P3 3’ RACE Outer Primer ; 2
20uL 1  PCR , P4
3'RACE 3’ ,
5'RACE 2 PCR ,
1 PCR RT , P6
5'RACE ; 2 1
PCR 2.0 uL , P5 5'RACE Inner
Primer 5 1.4.2;
94°C 3 min, 30 (94°C 45,
58°C 45s, 72°C 1 min), 72°C 10 min, 4°C

2 1.0%
(4)POMC cDNA
3'RACE  5'RACE
POMC cDNA
, cDNA
) cDNA ,
POMC cDNA

NCBI/ORF
DNAMAN

(ORF) ,
Blast pPoMC
13
NCBI BLAST ,
DNAStar 5.0 ClustalW 2 Antheprot 6.0 Mega 4
POMC cDNA

14 POMC mRNA
10,

-80°C

POMC mRNA
, SYBR" PrimeScript" RTPCR Kit
SYBRGreen |

RNA

B >

PCR , 18S

rRNA , C
’ H~AACT  [15] POMC
mRNA RT . 5%Prime

2 uL, PrimeScript™ RT Enzyme
Mix 1 0.5 uL, Oligo dT (50 umol/L) 0.5 pL,
6 (100 umol/L) 0.5 pL, RNA
500 ng, RNase Free dH,O 10 uL;
:37°C 15 min, 85C 5s PCR
: 2xSYBR™ Premix Ex Taq™ 12.5 uL, PCR
(10 umol/L) 0.5 pL, PCR (10
umol/L) 0.5 pL, cDNA 2.0 uL,
ddH,0 25 uL; :95C 10s, 45
(95C 55, 62°C 155, 72°C 10,
), 72°C 3 min;
65°C  927C, 0.2°C

Script™

0.02's

15
SPSS 11.5
(One-way ANOVA) Duncan

+
(3+SE)
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2.1 RNA
RNA
RNA ,
28S 18S rRNA ,
RNA ,
RNA P1 P2
RT-PCR , 1 700bp
( 1 1) 710 bp
NCBI BLAST , cDNA
POMC (E
6e-169, 0.005), cDNA
215 BLAST ,
POMC (E le-101),
pPOoMC 3'RACE
512 bp (1 2),
498 bp ; S'RACE 200 bp
(1 3), 221
bp cDNA ,
POMC cDNA ( 2

POMC cDNA
OD160/OD2gy 1.89,

bp M bp M 2 3 M bp

500

200
100

1 RNA RT-PCR RACE
M:DNA ;1 pl p2 ; 2: 3'RACE
; 3: 5’RACE
Fig.1 RT-PCR and RACE products of total RNA in pituitary of
Parasilurus asotus

M: DNA marker; 1: the fragment of pl and p2; 2: the fragment
of 3'RACE; 3: the fragment of 5’RACE.

POMC ¢cDNA

, 1 POMC

POMC cDNA 1099 bp, 648 bp
5/ 129 bp, 3’ 322
bp , 215 ( 2),
24.66 kD, 7.246
, (K, R) 32, (E,
D) 32 52,
59
2.2 POMC
POMC ,
POMC : 215
, (Met'-Ala®®) N
(Gln*-Asp'??) (ACTH)
(Ser'”-Met'*)  a- (a-MSH)

(SerlOS—Val 117) (cor-

ticotropin-like intermediate lobe peptide, CLIP)
(Arg'?-Met'*?), - (p-lipotropin, f-

LPH)(Glu'*-Ser'*®) - (B-
MSH)(Asp'®'-Ser'”)  p- (p-endorphin, S-EP)
(Tyr'"®-Leu®") 2 3 POMC
y-MSH, y-LPH
5 Arg  Lys
, POMC
N- 4 Cys30,36,48,52 2 Leu39,56’
2 P 1 Gy® 1 Gl
N -
ACTH( a-MSH)  C y-LPH(
S-MSH) His-Phe-Arg-Trp 4
S-EP C
,  Tyr'-Gly-Gly-Phe-Met'**  GIn'"*-

LysfProfLequeufThrfLeufPhefLyszsn201 ,
POMC

, 3 C (SR, |
SkR177_179, Squgl_I%), 2 I
(SquISS—ISB’ SWdE186—189) 1
(VGRK116—119)
2.3
DNAStar  Clustal W
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fiil( Ictalurus punctatus, AY174051.1)

(Homosapiens, NG_008997)
latus, AF194967)
tanus, AAD17806) (Anguilla rostrata, AAF
22344) (Cyprinus carpio, CAAT4967)
(Cyprinus carpio, CAA74968.1) (Danio rerio,
AAMI93491) (Gallus gallus, NP001026269)

(Oncorhynchus mykiss, NP001118190)

(Oreochromis mossambicus, AAD41261)

(Acanthopagrus

(Acipenser transmon-

caggealecaalacalaglecgactligacgagigtitt

46 gaactatctactactigagllcacttacge LglLgeagageeage

82 ttecacacaaaccggagaaggacgactitettectgggtigeatta
128 atgactaaagaagigagaatggggtatectgligtiggatgtitaget
M T KEV RMGY P VWML A

fii'r Ak Signal peptide
173 ciggetatgetgtgigeacgiggtietgaggttagageceagige
L A ML C A RGSEVWVYRAGQTC
N4 # Bk N-terminal peptide

218 tgggagaacaccgactgeagagatctaagetetgacagaaatate
W ENT D CRD L S S D RNI
263 clggaalgealcaagelglgeagalelgage leacageagaalet
L E C 1 K L € R S E L T A E S
308 cceatctaccelggagatgeceatctecagecectetigitettly
P ryprPe6bDAHLQPLLEL

353 cceaatgaaatccccgetgecacactgtecactecacaagacgac
P NE TP AANT L ST P QDD

398 gaagclcecagaglelgglecacaacacgaagacaagegeteetac
EAPESGPQHEDIEKRSY
w-MSH

443 lecatggageacllecgelggggeaagoeceglggglegeaagege
S M EHF RWGEKPVY G RKR
488 cgacceattaaggtgtacgecaacgegetgglggaagagicagec
R P 1T KV Y A NGV V EESA

CLIP
533 gaggceatgecgreggagatlgaggegegagetiggetgeteecegag
EAMPAEMERETLAAPE

7~LPH N #% N-terminal of 7-LPH
5?8 g}lg”“t'?lcc”lL'Flg(_'[._'q"lj.{‘_'Fl'rlﬁ”g?l?lg'rl””gFI‘_'ggﬁl,"_'(_‘1,'rlli”.{g
E S5 T I 5 Q9 Q EKKZDGZP YR

F-MSH

623 atgagtecactttecgetggagecageccacccgecageaaacgetac
M S HFRWSSPPASIKTE RY
f-Endorphin

668 Epaggcttcatgaagtcclgggatgagegeagecaaaagcecgelyg

GG F MEKESWDERSQK P L
713 cleacgeliticaagaacalealeaacaaagacgacaceagaagy

L T L F KN T I NKDDTERR
758 accactgaagigltatagggggatgaaaagtttatactttcaacccage

T T E V L =
807 attcttctccatgagaggttcctatcatgcatagaatacgatggtcggeaatga
861  attcaatagcacttttatgttgaagtgaatttgaat ctatcaacgttgtaaagttg
917 attaatttatatacgtgataattcatgataatatatgggtattaatattttccaage
974 tatagaagttgctaattcagcaaaaaatagaatatatatattaaaattgtattata
1030  agattataaaatgatgtaacaagcagaaaaaaccaaaccaaaaaagagaaaa
1082 aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

2 POMC cDNA

Fig.2 Full length cDNA nucleotide and deduced amino acid
sequences of POMC gene in Parasilurus asotus

POMC
88%,

37.5% 78.9% 45.1% 54.6% 55.4% 54.5%

53.6% 40.2% 55.9% 54.6% 55.3%
o-MSH p-MSH p-EP CLIP
, y-MSH (Joining
peptide,JP) y-LPH
MEGA 4 Neigh-
bor-Joining , 1000 Bootstrap
4 , fi
24
DNASar Protean
POMC )
5 Kyte-Doolittle
22-46 aa 54-68 aa 84-126 aa
135-196 aa 202-216 aa,
Jameson-Wolf ,
B s 30-46 aa
86—-106 aa 111-125aa 128-196 aa 202-214aa
5 ; ;
5 ,
Karplus-Schulz
Emini
25 POMC
POMC
, 1 POMC 2 3

( 6)POMC mRNA
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54
52
57
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57
54
57
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111
76
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85
85
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POMC cDNA
| {575 ik signal peptide | [N=# £k N-terminal peptide
------- — — e et
10 20 30 40 50 60

===MPRSCCSRSG—-ALLLALLLOASME-VROWCLESSQCQDLTTESKLLECIRACKPDL
——————— MCPYW——LLV-AVVVVGVAKGAASQCWEHPSCQELNSESSVMECTQLCHSDL
—————— MLRPVWGCVVVVLGVLWF YSSG-VQSQOREHSQCRDLSSEENTLECTQACKVNL
------ MLCPAW-—-MLALAVAVVRFVOKVSGQCWAHSHCKDLSSEENMLECTRLCKSEL
MVRGVRMLCPAW-——LLALAVLCAGGSE- VRAQEWEDARCRDL TTDENTLNCIQLCRSDL
MVRGERMLCPAW-—-LLALAVLCAAGSE-VRAQCMEDARCRDLTTDENILDCIQLCRSDL
MVRGVRMLCPAW———LLALAVLCAGGSE-VRAQCWENARCRDLSTEENTLECTQLCRSEL
—MRGALCH-SL.——PVVLGLLLCHPTT-ASGPCWENSKCQDLATEAGVLACAKACRAEL
MVKEARMGCPYW-—-MLALALLCASGSE -VRAQCWENSGCRDLSSDRNILECTRLCRSEL
WTKEVRMGYPVI-—-MLALAMLCARGSE -VRAQCWENTOCRDLSSDRN I LECTKLCRSEL
——————— MCPYW——LFV-ALVVVGGAREAVSQCWEHPSCQELSSESNMMECTQLCHSDL
y- SR (A AN % y-MSH

N

% %

SAETPMFPGN——--GDEQPL TENPREYVMGHFRWDRFGRRNSSSSGSSCAGOKREDVSAG
TAETPV IPGN----AHLQPPPPSDP S5FTL—
SAKSPILPGN———EHLAPTSEDTQNY I TSHFRWNTFGORVRGTPGGSKGERASTALTIL
TAAPWOTEGEEGMLGFLLPMVSSMQ EG———

TOETPVYPGE--~-SHLQPPSELEQ-—--~-—=-=-=-==-=---—=-=- AEVLEPL
TOETPVYPGE--~-SHLQPPSELEQ-—--~--—=-=-=-==-=-=-—=-=- TEVLVPL
TOETPVYPGE SHLQPPSEPEQ IDLLAHL
SAEAPVYPGN———CGHLOPLSES [ RKYVMSHFRWNKFGRRNS S S———— GGHKREEVAGL
TAESPLYPGD———CGHLQSVLLIPS EITTARL
TAESP1YPGD-—~-AHLAPLLFLPN ETPANTL

§5-———
1T R E R ACTH

TAETPVIPGN———-AHLQPAVPSDA

N Homo sapiens

i1 Acanthopa grus latus

"B} Acipenser transmontanus
S Anguilla rostrata

# 1 Cyprinus carpio |

#6611 Cyprinus carpio 11

Ht 514 Danio rerio

A% Gallus gallus

BTSRRI [etalurus punctatus

il Parasilurus asotus
S B AR Oreochromis mossambicus

| [tk e
100 110 120

N Homo sapiens

& Acanthopagrus latus

T Acipenser transmontanus
JEMB%  Anguilla rostrata

8 1 Cyprinus carpio 1

& 11 Cyprinus carpio 1l

BE 48 Danio rerio

A Gallus gallus

B SR ) Ictalurus punctatus
fif Parasilurus asotus

BLE L SE R R Oreochromis mossambicus

[ N[ RERRPRT a-MSH T2t Fakr mcr b

130 140 150 160 170 180

EDCGPLPEGGP--~EPRSDGAKPGPREGKRS Y SMEHFRWGKPVGKKRRPVEVYP-NGADD

P55 5 SSPQAKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRPVKVY TSNGVEE
LAALSQPTDEVERESEEAEGLOOHRRDDKRSY SMEHFRWGKPVGRERRPVEVYP-NGVEE
————PEVD——EQGRE————PRHEHKRSY SMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRP TKVFP-5GMEE
SPAALAPAEQM-—-DPESS-———PRHEL .KRS'(SHFJ‘]LR\\'GKWGRKRRPI KVYT-NGVEE
SPAALAPAEQW--~DPESS----PQHEHKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRP LKVYT-NGVEE
SPVALAAPEQI --~EPESG----PRHDHKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRP LKVYT-NGVEE
ALPAASPHHPA--~GEEEDGEGLEREEGKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRP IKVYP-NGVDE
§————TPQEDE-——APESG———PQHEEKRSY SMEHFRWGKPVGRERRP TKVYA-NGVEE
§-—==TPQDDE--~APESG—~--PQHEDKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRP TKVYA-NGVVE

P55 QAKRSYSMEHFRWGKPVGRKRRPVEVYTSNGVAE

wikcLp ] § [ 7 FEIRRARCE -LPH
190 200 210 220 230 240
--------- T B -
ESAEAFPLEFKR-ELTGORLREGDG———————] POGPADDGAGAGADLENS
ESAEVFPGE | RRRELASE———LLAAAAVAQEEEEKAVREVMQEERAQEVMEEAEEEQGAL
ESAESYPAEI RR-DLSLK---LDYP--—-—-————— —QGEELEEVFGOEP-—
ESSEAYPAEMRRELLGDN—DYA PEE EGVAEEHP—
ESAESLPAEMRR-ELATN-—EVN HPQEDSA—
ESTETLPAEMRR-ELATN-—EID YPOEEGA—

137
137
161
133
133
110

ESAETLPEEMRR-ELANN-—EVD

ESAESYPMEFRR-EMA—-P-DGD -] PFGLSEE
ESSEALPAEMRR-ELG—-—- AV EDST—
ESAEAMPAEMRR-ELA AP EEST—

ESAEVFPEEMRRRELTNE —=-LLA=~--—- e ~GE-KAQEMVEGAEEEQR -1

N Homo sapiens

i) Acanthopagrus latus

"5} Acipenser transmontanus
FEEE Anguilla rostrata

8 1 Cyprinus carpio |

8 1T Cyprinus carpio 11

B8 Danio rerio

% Gallus gallus

BEAS L2 i Tetalurus punctatus
ity Parasilurus asotus

LA TE P E Oreochromis mossambicus

N Homo sapiens

& Acanthopagrus latus

VBT Acipenser transmontanus
KNS Anguilla rostrata

W 1 Cyprinus carpio 1l

1 11 Cyprinus carpio 1l

HES 1 Danio rerio

A Gallus gallus

B LR Ictalurus punciatus
fihi Parasilurus asotus
SRR B AR Oreochromis mossambicus
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f-A O AN f-MSH
v A PR pEP ]
250 260 270 280 290 300

209 LLVAAEKKDEGPYRMEHFRAGSPPKDKRYGGRMTS—EKSQTPLVILFKNAL TKNAYKKGE N Homo sapiens
174 160V QERKD-GLYKMKHFRWSGPPASKRYGGFMESWDERSQKPLLTLFKNY I NKDGOQOK @ftﬁ Acamhopagrus latus
204 LLNLQERNG-GSYKMHHERVSGPPKDKRYGGFMKSTDORSOKPLLTLERNWIKDGIERKG 0 1 15} Acipenser transmontanus
156 QLTLQTKKD-STYKMKHFRWNGPPASKRYGGFMKPRGERSQKPLLTLFKNV L 1KDGRKKN — SEMBE Anguilla rostrata
164 -LIGQKKKD-GSYKUKHFRISSPPAGKRYGGFMKSWDERSQKPLLTLFKNVINKENQKD 8 T Cyprinus carpio 1

164 -LNGQDKKD-GSYKMSHERWSSPPASKRYGGFMKSWDERSQKPLLTLERNY INKEHQKKDQ HE 11 Cyprinus carpio 11
164 -LNPLGKKD-PPYRMTHFRNSVPPASKRYGGFMKSWDERAQKPLLTLFKNVMHKGQPRKDE WSt Danio rerio
197 EEKKDGGSYRMRHFRWHAPLKDKRYGGEMSL—EHSQTPLMTLEKNATVESAYKKGR X Gallus gallus

154 -VSQQEKKD-GSYKMNHFRWSGPP TSKRYGGEMKSWDEHSQKPLLTLEKN INKDGHQKDH B SR 0 Tetalurus punctatus
154 - 1SQQEKKD-GPYRMSHFRVSSPPASKRYGGIMKSWDERSQKPLLTLFRNTINKDDTRRTTEVL {8 Parasilurus asotus
150 LNGVRERKD-GSYRMKHERNSGPPASKRY GGEMKSWDERSQKPLLTLEKNY [ NKEGQQQK SIS LR Bk Oreochromis mossambicus

3 POMC

Fig.3 Multiple sequence alignment of POMC amino acid sequences of selected vertebrates
Identical amino acids are shown with shadow. Designation of POMC derived peptides is written above the marked regions. Arrows
show the potential cleavage sites.

Al Sparidentex hasta
| F ] Acanthopagrus latus
055 b v W A Oreachromis mossambicus

WLl Oncorhynchus mykiss
M8 Anguilla rostrata

. W 1 Cyprinus carpio |
_|__|: @ 11 Cyprinus carpio 11
B4 Danio rerio
B 55 L FE 8 Ictalurus punctatus
—|: fifi Parasilurus asotus
|: Wi 5} Acipenser transmontanus

Wi} Polyodon spathula

AT Dasyatis akajei

15T ¥ Squalus acanthias
Semrossesenessmm e e e e BRI Shog multiplicata

"""""""""""""""""""""""""" A Gallus gallus

STt CoTTTTTTTTTT T mmmam e e mn Tt }\. Homo sapf'ens
1015 + T T T T 1

100 80 60 40 20 0
Nucleolide Subslilulions (< 100)

4 POMC
Fig.4 Phylogenetic tree of POMC.

3 i) POMC cDNA
, RT-PCR

3.1 POMC - 1 POMC cDNA,
> RACE pPOMC 1

(Anguilla anguilla)''”? 1 POMC cDNA, 1 PoOMC

POMC, (] e POMC cDNA 3’ poly (A)+

(Oncorhynchus keta)!" (20) 2 >

POMC, (Verasper moseri) 3 (Lepisosteus osseus), #(Dasyatis akajei),

POMC(BAB18467 BAB 18468 (Protopterus annectens , Neoceratodus forsteri)
BAB18469) GenBank poly(A)+ mRNA
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T r r
10 30 50 70 90 110 130 150

5 POMC

Fr L scale

B AUKTERXHY
hydrophilicity Plot-Kyte-Doolittle

r T —
170 190 210

B R
flexible Regions—Kar plus—Schulz
B HUl i B

antigenic Index—janeson-Wolf

o RMEIHEME KL

surface probalility Plot—Emini

Fig.5 Predict results of hydrophilicity,flexibility,surface probability and antigenicity of POMC in Parasilurus asotus

1200

1000

800

600 |

400

AT #2ik1it Relative expresion

200

304 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
41T Tissue type
6 POMC mRNA
1. ;2. ;3. ;4. ;5. ; 6. 3 7. ;

8 ;9. ;10. ;11 ; 12, .
Fig.6 Relative expression of POMC mRNA detected by
real-time PCR analysis in Parasilurus asotus tissue.
1. pituitary; 2. diencephalons; 3. gill; 4. heart; 5. head kidney;
6. hind kidney; 7. stomach; 8. liver; 9. pancreas; 10. spleen;
11. muscle; 12. skin.

, 1/5 mRNA
poly(A)+ , mRNA
[21-22] POMC
215 , MSH
N C
y-MSH  J-MSH,

v- MSH 1

»-MSH 5-MSH,
POMC POMC cDNA
., POMC

’ (K2R3,
KIORI0 KIMBRIM KISO_KI60 K178 RIT9)

, ACTH o-MSH
CLIP p-LPH y-LPH p-MSH p-EP7 ,
[5-6] [8]
[9] [10]
[23-24] y-MSH ’
2 Arg 1 Lys
N- 4 2
) , POMC
POMC 23]
a-MSH(H-F-R-W)  f-MSH(H-F-R-W)
4 MSH
N S-EP
(Y-G-G-F-M) ,
5 M
(Petromyzon
marinus) POC N-
POMC I, POMC B,
POC y-LPH ,
POMC A C
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25
POMC
POMC fif]
POMC a-MSH
Cody (23]
MSH
a-MSH  p-MSH “MEHFRWG”7
Sahm ¢ Peng
271 a-MSH
, “MEHFRWG” a-MSH
, 3
a-MSH a-MSH
ACTH a-MSH
ﬁ_
,  ACTH o-MSH “MEHFRWG”
, ACT  5-MSH
B-MSH  “MEHFRWG”
LCE” R LLE” CCS”’
LCES’ (LK’? ,
S-MSH »-LPH
33 ,
B-MSH  y-LPH
POMC
, POMC ,
( [8]
el 101 ACTH
»-MSH , »-MSH
( (19, _MSH
26%,
»-MSH ) Bl
MSH “HFRW”

, y-MSH
MSH (HFR), y-MSH
5 ,
POMC
»-MSH ,  ACTH B-MSH
MSH, §-MSH,
(28] POMC
POMC
3.2 POMC mRNA
POMC mRNA  POMC
[29-30] 7
POMC B3 fi
POMC,
POMC (21
(Dicentrarchus labrax) (7]
(31-32] POMC
HIACTH , ACTH
(12] POMC
[34]
(12] POMC
, POMC
POMC
, 2 000
, POMC
POMC POMC
POMC
, POMC
R DA,
[1] ) POMC [].

,2001, 21(1): 39-41.
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Molecular cloning of propiomelanocortin cDNA and multi-tissue
MRNA expression in Parasilurus asotus

DING Weidong, CAO Zheming, CAO Liping

Key Laboratory for Genetic Breeding of Aquatic Animals and Aquaculture Biology Certificated by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Freshwater Fisheries Research Center, Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Wuxi 214081, China

Abstract: We investigated the structure, evolution, and tissue specific expression of Parasilurus asotus
proopiomelanocortin (POMC) cDNA using RT-PCR and RACE. The POMC ¢cDNA was 1 099 bp in length and
contained a 129 bp 5S'UTR, a 322 bp 3'UTR, and a 648 bp open reading frame encoding a protein of 215 amino
acids. The catfish POMC protein contained a signal peptide (SP, Met'-Ala*®), an N-terminal peptide (GIn*-
Asp'®), adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH, Ser'®-Met'**), o-melanocyte stimulating hormone (a-MSH,
Ser'®-val''”), corticotropin-like intermediate lobe peptide (CLIP, Arg'**-Met'**), p-lipotropin (f-LPH,
Glu'*-Ser'™®), f-MSH (Asp'®'-Ser'’”), and p-Endorphin (B-EP, Tyr'’*-Leu®'”). Catfish POMC protein does not
contain a y-MSH region and the majority of the joining peptide and part of the y-LPH were deleted. The protein
shared the highest similarity (88%) with channel catfish (Parasilurus asotus) POMC. The most highly conserved
active peptide was a-MSH, followed by f-MSH, S-EP, and CLIP whereas y-MSH, joining peptide (JP), and y-LPH
were located in the most divergent region. The protein had a calculated molecular weight of 24.66 kD, a theoreti-
cal isoelectric point of 7.25, was hydrophilic in most regions, and was rich in B cell antigenicity positions. Catfish
POMC mRNA was primarily expressed in the pituitary and the concentration of mRNA was much higher in brain
than in other tissues.
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