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Histopathology and ultrapathology of rickettsia-like organisms
in Eriocheir sinensis with tremor disease

WANG Wen!, GU Zhifeng', ZHU Ning-ning', 1.I Zheng-rong', DU Kai-he', XU Zai-kuan®
(1. College of Biological Sciences, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
2. Jiangsu Fresh-water Fisheries Research Institute, MNanjing 210017, China)

Abstract: The Chinese mitten crab, Eriucheir sinensis, with tremor disease were collected from Jisngsu and An-
hui Provinces. Using electronic microscope and light microscope, the crab tissues and organa were observed and
the results show that the rickettsia-like organisms (RLUs) widely parasitize in all organa and tissues of the
crabs. RLOs specially invade muscles, connective tissues, connections between netve and muscle cells and hema-
tocyte, and the hematocyte is a main place for their propagation and transmission. All these facts are the patho-
logical bases associated with the disorders of the disease, i.e. indigestion, weakness and periopods paroxysmal
tremor. The purpose of this study is to research the relationship between RLOs invasion and the tremor disease
of crab so thar a good control measure can be developed.

Key words: Eriocheir sinensis; tremor disease; rickettsia-like organisms (RLOs)
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