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Table 3 Morphocharacter significance test of average differences of T . hypargyreus
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Study on the populations of Thamnaconus hypargyreus
in the East China Sea and the South China Sea

ZHENG Yuan-jia, LI Sheng-fa, MI Chong-dao, QIAN Shi-qin, HU Ya-zhu
(East China Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Shanghai 200090, China)

Abstract: Thamnaconus hypargyreus has been an important fishing object of trawl fishing in the East China Sea
and the South China Sea recent years, but the information on its populations is unknown vet. During June 1994
to July 1996, 7 batches of T. Aypargyreus samples (560 inds) from the East China Sea and 4 batches (330
inds) from the South China Sea were collected. Some methods, including coefficient difference (C. ) test,
Miff test, diseriminant function analysis and hierachical cluster analysis combined with the ecological study, are
employed 1o test and analyse the morphomettic characteristics such as the second dorsal fin, the anal fin, the left
and right pectoral fins, the ratios of body height to body length, head length to body length and head length to
body height. The results indicate that the T. hypargyrens stock in the East China Sea is different from that in
the south China Sea, named the Stock of the East China Sea and the stock of the South China Sea, respectively.
Meanwhile, some management opinions are also put forward on the stock of the East China Sea.

Key words: East China Sea; Scuth China Sea; Thamnaconus hypargyreus; population structure; resource man-

agement
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