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STUDY ON THE RELATION BETWEEN MOLTING AND
APPENDAGE SETOGENESIS OF PENAEUS CHINENSIS

Du Wei Jiang Xiufeng
{Beidaihe Central Experiment Station, Chinese Aj:ademy of Fishery Sciences, Beidaihe 066100)

ABSTRACT The molting cycle of Pengeus chinensis Kishinuye was characterized by distinct
and predictable changes in the setae of pleopod. The molt stagesing of P. chinensis could be
determined by these character and has been divieded into four periods: (1)meteecdysis (stages
A and B), a period immediately following ecdysis; (2) anecdysis (stages C;_.4), a period of
tissue growth and food accumulation; (3 }proecdysis (stages Dy-3), a period of active morpho-
logical and physiclogical changes in prearation for the next molt; {4)ecdysis (stage E}, a peri-
od of shedding old cuticle.
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