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Intracellular prokaryote in marine shellfish - A review

LIU Ying-jie', PAN Jin-pei®
(1. Fishery Resource amd Environment Centor, Chinese Academy of Fishery Setenoes, Betjing 100039, Chinag
Institute of Oeeanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangehou 310301, China )

2. South China Sea

Abstract: The intracellular prokarvotes infecting marine shellfish mainly include Riketisia and Chlamydia ,
which usually live in the eytoplasm of epithelial cell of gill and digestive gland and form basaphilic ntracyto-
plasm inclusions. The hosts included oyster, clam, mussel, scallop and abalone. In general opinion, intracel-
lular prokaryotes living in marine shellfish is & normal phenomenon and is harmful to the host. But in fact, on-
ly under certain conditions, the infection can bring about some damages to larget cells and may lead 10 system-
atic pathogenic changes and death of host. The present paper made a review on research history , procesdings
and previewed of the further study in the area so 10 provide some evidences and ideas for the researchers who
are engaged in disease control and prevention research on shellfish,

Key words: marine shellfish; Rickelisias Chlamydia
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