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Fig.1 Yield of Reeves shad in Changjiang River over the vears
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Fig. 2 Nature reserve of reproductive Reeves shad in Gan River
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Fig. 3 Nature reserve of larvae Reeves shad in Hukow county
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CONSERVATION FOR THE REEVES
SHAD IN THE YANGTZE RIVER

Chen Daging Qiu Shunlin Huang Mugui Liu Shaoping
{(Institute of Yangtze River Fisheries, Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Jinsha 434000)

ABSTRACT The Reeves Shad (Macrura reevesii) is an important, anadromous and
rare economic fish. In 1974, its annual yield reached 1577 tons. After 1974, its annual
yield dropped. In 1985, its annual yield was only 31 tons. Now, it is on the verge of ex-
tinction.
The main threat to the survival of this species came from the construction of
hydro—electric projects, the pollution of water bodies, and alsc from the over—fishing.
Based on the results of our long—term research work, we proposed four cardinal
measures: the establishing of Xiajiang Natural Reserve for the Brood Stock of Reeves
Shad, the instituting of Hukou Natural Resere for the Larvae Stock of Reeves Shad, the
establishing of Xiajiang Artificial Propagating and Releasing Station and the prohibiting
of fishing of Reeves Shad in the whole Yangtze River.
KEYWORDS The Yangtze River, ‘Reeves Shad (Macrura reevesii ), Cause of
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endangerment, Resource conservation
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